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The importance of safety

There are many possible dangers present in our everyday lives but most of the time we don’t have to think about them. You get on with life and try to remember all the things your parents warned you about. Growing up, you were told how easy it was to get into difficulty swimming. You were told to be careful when you were crossing the road. With swimming and the road you learned how to survive. You have learned what to do and what not to do. As you get older, you will have to go into new situations and you will want to keep yourself safe. Often, the dangers will be hidden and you will be depending on others to advise you or protect you. When you start work is a good example. In this case we look at the issue of safety in the workplace and examine ways to stay safe.
Dangers at work

When you go to work you will have to cope with new and often dangerous situations. Each year in Ireland thousands of people are injured or become ill through work. In 2005, 73 people were killed in accidents at work. Young workers, aged between 18 and 24, are 50% more likely to have an accident at work than their older colleagues. This places them in a high risk category and there are over 300,000 workers in this age group at work in Ireland.
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The Health and Safety Authority is the national body in Ireland with responsibility for securing health

and safety at work. It is a state-sponsored body, established under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, 1989 and it reports to the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 
The Authority has overall responsibility for the administration and enforcement of health and safety at work in Ireland. It monitors compliance with legislation at the workplace and can take enforcement action, including prosecutions. It is

the national centre for information and  employers, employees and the self-employed on all aspects of workplace health and safety. 
The Authority also promotes education, training and research in the field. The HSA produces a wide range of publications on issues and advice relating to health and safety. 

Safety in the World of Work



















